upon some topics and deals rather sketchily with others. The reason why the book will not have a general appeal to a British audience is that it is a work on a specialty which is almost unique to the United States of America, that is proctology.
There is a good section upon the practical management of the patient/doctor relationship. The chapter on embryology and anatomy is good; unfortunately the author tries to deal with Hirschsprung's disease and anal atresia in the same chapter; he does not do justice to either of these conditions. The discussion on fistula-inano is on the whole good. He describes his own modification of Whitehead's operation for hmmorrhoids, but cautions the reader that the results may not always be perfect. Discussion of the treatment of rectal prolapse and ulcerative colitis is sketchy, no mention is made of Crohn's disease. In the chapter on polypoid disease of the colon he pays tribute to the work of Dukes. There is a good discussion on pilonidal cysts and he advocates treatment by marsupialization. The personal character of the book -is illustrated by the last chapter, the whole of which is devoted to melanosis coli ending with a list of thirty-two references. Dr Crisp's book is clear, concise and admirably readable. The subject matter is well classified and throughout the diagrams and photographs illustratethe text and do not compete with it. In a book about subjects in which conjectural diagnosis, rather than operative corroboration, is liable to play such a large part, there is bound to be some controversy about the precise cause of pain in different areas. But in spite of this, the general concept of the book rings true, and in particular the section on out-patient manipulation should prove to be of great value. It is a most useful and lucid book, both for the practitioner and for the physiotherapist.
Synopsis of Pathology by W A D Anderson MA MD FACP FACP 5th ed pp 876 illustrated 70s
St Louis: Mosby London: Kimpton 1960 Books which run to many editions often tend to resemble old English country houses; one recognizes both the original structure and its many additions and alterations. It says much for Dr Anderson that his book is a homogeneous whole, and yet remains a synopsisa brief or condensed statement presenting a combined or general view of something. Inevitably there is some reduplication, which can be ignored, but there are somestartling omissions; the information about vitamin B12 is so scanty as to be negligible, and there is virtually nothing about theimmunological' aspects of cancer. Nor do the illustrations always aid the reader's understanding and many of themacroscopic ones might well be omitted. Nevertheless, a remarkable amount of information has been readably compressed into a relatively small space. What really puzzles your reviewer, however, is 'who is this book for?' For students it covers too much, while for the pathologist it is not. really full enough. Autgaerden. One must be especially grateful to the English editors for their lengthy, but lucid, explanation of the meaning of the term 'tonus' and its several categories which, in the original French version, were bewildering to the English reader.
The diagnosis and prognosis of cerebral disturbance in the newborn baby is a matter of great and growing importance. The interpretation of neurological abnormality in the newborn is as yet little understood, but it is first necessary to have a clear idea of what can be expected in the normal infant and this work will be of considerable value as a guide to pwediatricians and others with a special interest in neonatal life. Fundamentals of Acid-base Regulation by James R Robinson MD PhD(cantab) ppx+78 9s6d Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1961 This book is an attempt to describe how the kidneys, the lungs and the body's buffer systems regulate acid-base metabolism, using the terms
